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Longtime UMM booster Edward J. LaFave Jr. receives 
Alumni Association's Distinguished Services Award 
Longtime UMM booster Edward 
J. LaFave Jr. was saluted April 1 
when he received the Alumni 
Association's second annual 
"Distinguished Services Award." 
First recipient was retired 
University of Minnesota Vice 
President Stanley J. Wenberg, 
who turned out with some 275 
other well wishers to honor 
LaFave at a dinner at the 
Sunwood Inn. 
Association President Connie 
Edlund recognized LaFave, a 
banker, community leader and 
backer of UM M for the past 20 
years, and praised him as a "truly 
distinguished and deserving 
servant of the institution. In 
establishing this award," she 
said, "it was our intention both to 
recognize an indivl"dual who had 
rendered distinguished service 
and to direct some additional 
attention to the institution and 
association. In honorj_ng Ed 
LaVFave," she observed, "we 
have accomplished both, and in a 
most admirable fashion." 
Principal speaker was Rodney A. 
Briggs, first Dean and Provost 
and now President of Eastern 
Oregon State College. Tracing the 
involvement of both LaFave and 
his wife, Patty, to the days 
preceding establishment of the 
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Connie Edlund confers award upon Edward J. LaFave Jr. 
Morris campus, Briggs said their 
"visibi I ity and presence has 
produced a cement that has 
bonded UMM to the community." 
LaFave worked tirelessly in the 
early days that led up to the 
founding of UMM, recalled 
Briggs. "Ed was without peer. He 
confronted the institution's 
detractors and nurtured its 
supporters." LaFave, said Briggs, 
has "an all-absorbing and 
complete commitment to UMM." 
It has been this "strong dedica-
tion and fierce loyalty," observed 
Briggs, "that has sustained him 
in his work for UMM and the 
many projects designed to 
enhance the quality of life in West 
Central Minnesota." 
In acknowledging the accolades 
LaFave recalled an adage from his 
late father in which he was 
advised that "If you work hard, 
you probably won't be paid as 
much as you're worth during the 
first part of your life ... but you 
probably will be during the latter 
part." "I want to make it clear," 
said LaFave, "that I have been 
paid far more than I am worth as it 
relates to the University of 
Minnesota, Morris. I was 
fortunate," he observed, "to have 
been at the right place at the right 
time and to have had the 
opportunity to work with so many 
friends ... " Emphasizing that he 
was "not quitting, nor do I want 
to lose touch," LaFave added, 
however, that "it is also time to 
challenge many of the young 
people from the area to support 
UMM. I recognize further," he 
said, "that we must have 
continued community support and 
cooperation and coordination 
from the town as wel I as from the 
gown if UMM is going to continue 
to be great." 
Spring is slowly moving into Morris even though six home baseball 
games have already had to be cancelled because of bad weather and 
an infield that resembles Lake Superior. This past week was a big 
week for the Alumni Association. We, along with a great deal of help 
from Ron Hamm, sponsored the second annual Distinguished 
Services Award which was given to Morris banker and civic leader Ed 
LaFave. Ed was one of the first to initiate the movement to establish a 
collegiate campus of the University of Minnesota at Morris. He has 
been, and remains, a very active supporter of our institution, of the 
West Central Educational Development Association, a prime mover in 
the founding of the Midwest Banking Institute at UMM, and currently 
chairs the Southwestern and West Central Post-Secondary Education 
Consortium. The honor could not have gone to a more deserving 
person . Purpose of the awards banquet was twofold: it honored a man 
dedicated to UMM who has served us for many years, and it also 
brought added recognition to our Alumni Association. I believe it was 
a great success. A word or two on membership. Actually, I don't know 
if the word "membership" is even appropriate since it appears that 
some of our alums are looking for benefits in joining our association. 
Please remember that your money is going to support an organization 
that is just trying to survive! We all must think of our dues more as a 
small way to repay our college for all it has given us in the past. We, as 
board members, are doing our best to use your dues to keep our 
association alive and growing. We appreciate hearing from you. Any 
input you have will not be taken lightly. Hope to see a few of you at 
some home baseball games this spring. 
Connie Edlund 
In Memoriam 
Anselm Michael Rudnicki II, 
30, ('70) and former student Cy 
Thomas Swanson, 25, in a 
plane crash Feb. 25 on North 
Rawah Peak, Colo., en route to 
a planned skiiing vacation in 
Aspen. Both were single, and 
resided in Morris. 
Dallas Harlow Wente, 21 , a 
former student, of a truck-train 
collision near Morris, on Feb. 1 
Survivors include the widow, 
the former Julie Kay Sims, an 
infant daughter and the 
parents. 
Service is available 
One-hundred-twenty-six alumni 
reactivated their placement files 
with Career Planning and Place-
ment Services at UMM last 
academic year, and 50 of them 
obtained new positions. Another 
50 chose to remain in the current 
jobs, seven continued their 
education, nine elected to 
become homemakers, seven are 
still seeking positions and data 
could not be obtained on the 
other three. All told, 285 persons 
registered with CPPS last year. 
Alumni wishing to reactivate their 
files may do so by sending $15 to 
CPPS, 223 Community Services 
Building, UMM , along with their 
address and telephone number. 
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Class of 1964 
EIieen Benson Eastman is a social worker 
at the Fergus Falls State Hospital, and 
resides near Fergus Falls with her 
husband Walter and daughter Elyce 
Eileen. 
Class of 1965 
Robert P. Gandrud, has been named head 
of the Management Information Services 
Division of Lutheran Brotherhood in 
Minneapolis. 
Stu Starner will take a leave from his 
duties as head basketball coach at 
Richfield High School to work with Gopher 
coach Jim Dutcher next season while 
pursuing a graduate degree. 
Class of 1968 
Gordon Johnson has b~en name!d Finance 
Officer for the College of Agriculture at 
Washington State University. His duties 
include supervision of all financial and 
business affairs for all agricultural exten-
sion and research and cooperative exten-
sion for the state of Waahington .. 
Jimmy D. Winter is an assistant professor 
and fish ecologist at the Environmental 
Resources Center at the State University 
of New York at Fredonia. He is engaged in 
studying the movement patterns of 
walleyes in Lake Chautaugua using radio 
transmitters. 
Class of 1970 
Janet Faith Favreau, husband Richard and 
new son Christopher Arthur reside in 
Portsmouth, Va., where he is on the 
advertising staff of the Suffolk News 
Herald . 
Sharita Hunt is currently appearing on 
Broadway in For Colored Girls Who Have 
Considered Suicide When the Rainbow is 
Enuf. She joined the company in April of 
1977 and this marks her Broadway debut . 
She appeared recently on daytime tele-
vision in "The .Edge of Night;" and in the 
summer of 1976 was a member of The 
Strolling Troubadors, a program 
sponsored by the National Endowment for 
the Arts. Sharita, who holds an MFA in 
acting from Columbia, has performed with 
the Hartford State Touring Company, has 
toured in The Me Nobody Knows and has 
been featured with many children's theatre 
companies . 
While the UMM New York Theatre Tour 
group was in New York City recently, 
many attended a "showcase" performance 
by Alice Hedberg at The Bushes of Central 
Park West - a club room of the Park Royal 
Hotel. Alice has continued singing and 
dance lessons from Helen Gallagher and 
Bob Audy respectively, and has appeared 
in several showcases since her debut last 
year at The Big Spender which was 
attended by members of last year's tour 
group. 
Robert C. Rickeman is an assistant 
treasurer and assistant manager of the 
Essex Junction branch of the Burlington 
Savings Bank in Vermont. He managed a 
bank in Lyndonville, Vt. prior to assuming 
his present position and resides in 
Jericho, Vt. 
Class of 1972 
Peter Cannon is a member of the law firm 
of Tupper-Smith and Seek in Walker, and 
is responsible for the legal counsel of the 
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe. 
Class of 1973 
Diane L. Peterson is teaching in Hoffman 
where she has been named the local 
association's "Teacher of the Year." 
Class of 1974 
Jeff Jones has been named tribal attorney 
for the Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe in 
South Dakota. He and his wife, Bronwyn, 
reside in Brookings . 
Class of 1975 
Dean Kalmoe has accepted a position with 
the Minnesota Department of Safety in its 
driver education division . 
L. Lani Jacobsen is in her final year of law 
school at the University of Minnesota, is 
doing some free lance writing and is 
completing an internship with the 
University of Minnesota Women's Inter-
collegiate Athletics Sports Information 
Department . 
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